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Street  Urban  District  Council. 


THE 

ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


AND 

ENGINEER, 

SURVEYOR  AND  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


for  1925 ; 

AND 

Review  for  the  Years  1921-2-3-4-5. 


STREET,  Somerset, 

April,  J926. 


Mr-  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

We  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  our  Annual 
Report  for  1925  and  a  Review  for  the  five  years  I92J  to  J925 
inclusive,  as  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health- 


Area — 2918  acres. 

1921  1922  1923  1924  1925 

Population —4403  4433  4433  4447'  4470 

An  increase  in  5  years  of  67. 

Rateable  Value — £"20,716  gross  or  £"17,412  net,  and  a  Id.  rate 
produces  £72  11s.  Od. 

Geology — The  strata  consists  of  lower  lias,  alternate  beds  of 
limestone,  clays  and  marls. 

Occupations — The  principal  occupations  carried  on  at  Street  are 
Boot  and  Shoe  miking,  manufacture  of  Leather-board, 
Agriculture,  Tanning  and  Lime  Quarrying 
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Births—  1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

Births  97 

79 

66 

73 

51 

Males  50 

40 

32 

34 

21 

Females  47 

39 

34 

39 

30 

An  increase  of  67  in 

the  population  in  ' 

)  years,  giving 

birth-rate  21.57,  17.80, 

14.88, 

16.18, 

11.40 

per  1000  living 

Deaths —  1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

Deaths  52 

44 

50 

51 

51 

Males  25 

24 

24 

23 

25 

Females  27 

20 

26 

28 

26 

Giving  a  Death-rate  11.59 

9.91 

11.28 

11.24 

11.40 

Zymotic  „  0.22 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Age  Table  of  Deaths,  1925 — 

Under  1  year 

•  •  • 

4 

deaths 

1  and  under  2  years 

0 

)) 

2  5 

>) 

0 

99 

5  „  15 

1 

death 

15  „  25 

99 

2 

deaths 

25  „  45 

5 

>> 

45  „  65 

99 

14 

5) 

65  and  above 

•  «  • 

25 

)) 

51 

Age  Table  of  Deaths  under  i  year — 4 

deaths 

2  days^  1  Premature  birth, 

2  days,  Imperferfect  Cardiac  Development 
5  months,  Influenzal  Pneumonia. 


Causes  of  Death  in  1925 — 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  4 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary  ...  3 

Malignant  Disease  ...  ...  4 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  2 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  10 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  5 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  defined  diseases  ...  ...  14 

Encephalitis  Lethargica...  ...  1 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  1 

Puerpural  Sepsis  ...  ...  1 

Congenital  ...  ...  ...  3 

Gallstones  operation  ...  ...  1 

Infective  Endocarditis  ...  ...  1 


51 
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Report  for  5  years  1921—1925  inclusive. 


Infantile  Mortality — 


1921  1922  1923 

1924 

1925 

Deaths  5  5  3 

2 

4 

Mortality  72.18  65.28  45.5 

27.38 

54.76 

per  1000  births  registered. 

Death  Rate  of  Tuberculosis — 

4=0.09  3=0.67  7=1.57 

2=0.44 

3=0.67 

per  looo  living. 

1921  Ten  cases  were  notified,  and  7  deaths  occurred  in  the  year 

1922  Two  „  „  „  „  1  death  „  „ 

^9^3  Ten  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  7  deaths  ,,  ,, 

1924  Nine  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  2  ,,  ,,  ,, 

^9^5  Ten  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  3  ,,  ,,  ,, 

An  average  of  8  notifications  and  4  deaths  per  annum. 

All  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  notified  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  are  visited  periodically  by  Health 
Visitors.  The  majority  re'^eive  treatment  at  the  Dispensary  for 
Tuberculosis  at  Glastonbury  or  are  sent  to  Sanatoria. 

In  such  diseases  as  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever,  Dysentery 
and  Tuberculosis,  the  facilities  offered  by  the  County  Laboratory 
are  utilized  for  the  verification  of  diagnosis. 

In  Diphtheria,  D  Antitoxin  is  provided  when  necessary  at 
the  cost  of  the  U.  D.  C. 

Notification  of  Births  is  compulsory  in  the  Street  area. 
Notifications  are  sent  direct  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 


Notes  on  the  5  years  Report. 

Population —  1921  1922  1923  1924  1925 

4603  4438  4433  4447  4470 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  population  of  67  in  five 
years,  but  with  a  falling  birth-rate. 

Births —  1921  1922  1923  1924  1925 

97  79  66  73  51 

Birth  rate  per  1000  living  21.57  17.80  14.88  16.18  11.40 
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Deaths  have  been  fairly 

constant —  52  44  50  51  51 

Death-rate  per  looo  living  11.59  10  3  11.28  11.24  11.40 

Of  51  deaths  in  1925,  25  occurred  at  and  above  the  age 
of  65  years. 

Infantile  Mortality — There  were  6  deaths  under  1  year. 

2  were  prematurely  born. 

1  had  an  imperfectly  developed  heart 
1  died  from  Pneumonia. 


Tuberculosis — The 
constant — 

evidence 

of  Tuberculosis  has  been  fairly 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924  1925 

Notified  10 

2 

10 

9  ■  10  =  41 

Deaths  7 

1 

7 

2  3  =  20 

Giving  an  average  for  5  years  of  8  fresh  cases  per  annum 
and  4  deaths. 


Water  Supply. 

The  Water  Supply  is  ordinarily  ample  and  sufficient  for 
the  needs  of  the  district,  and  is  therefore  on  the  Constant  system. 
In  very  dry  summers,  however,  the  main  spring  at  Rodney  Stoke, 
which  comes  out  at  the  foot  of  the  Mendip  Hills  from  a  cavern, 
gives  out,  and  in  order  to  supplement  the  permanent  spring  on 
the  other  side  of  the  combe,  pumping  has  to  be  resorted  to  from  a 
deep  boring  in  the  marls  at  Millyard.  When  this  happens,  the 
supply  is  not  sufficient  for  both  domestic  and  factory  purposes, 
and  the  Council  has  therefore  made  great  efforts  to  get  a  larger 
dry  weather  supply,  but  up  to  the  present  they  have  proved 
abortive.  Messrs  Willcox  and  Raikes  of  Birmingham  have  been 
asked  to  report  on  the  whole  question,  with  a  view  of  augmenting 
the  supply  and  also  to  report  on  the  provision  of  a  better  supply 
to  the  higher  area  at  Street.  Needless  to  say,  the  water  is  laid 
on  to  practically  all  the  houses  that  are  within  a  reasonable 
distance  of  the  serving  mains,  but  the  existing  pressure  is  insuffi¬ 
cient  to  carry  the  water  to  the  houses  on  the  higher  slopes  of 
the  hill. 

The  water  is  fairly  “  Hard,”  and  therefore  has  no  plumbo 
solvent  action.  It  is  periodically  analysed  by  the  County 
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Bacteriologist  and  always  reported  as  good  and  wholesome.  It 
would  appear,  however,  that  it  is  desirable  to  prove  the  source 
of  the  water  and  locate  the  “  Catchment  ”  area  if  possible,  which 
is  obviously  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Mendips,  and  for  this 
purpose  harmless  chemicals  might  be  used,  with  careful  observ¬ 
ations  made  at  the  spring. 

Houses  connected  with  Water  Mains  ...  899 
„  „  during  the  year  ...  11 

Rivers  &  Streams. 

The  river  Brue  runs  through  the  district,  or  more  correctly 
forms  the  boundary  on  the  East  side,  whilst  “  Cuts  ”  or  artifical 
drains,  with  series  of  rhines  and  ditches  drain  the  low  lying  land 
towards  the  river.  The  principal  rhines  or  water  drains  are 
under  the  control  of  the  Drainage  Commissioners,  and  are  there¬ 
fore  maintained  in  tolerably  good  condition,  and  free  from 
pollution. 

Drainage  &  Sewerage. 

With  the  exception  of  the  outlying  or  more  scattered  part 
of  the  district,  the  whole  town  is  drained  on  the  water-carriage 
system,  and  the  Sewage  is  received  in  a  settling  tank  at  the 
e  itrance  to  the  Council’s  Farm  which  is  composed  of  about  40 
acres  of  g<)od  land.  The  effluent  is  then  taken  in  “  Carriers,” 
which  are  controlled,  and  made  to  fi  ter  through  into  the  sub-soil 
from  which  it  gradually  percolates  into  series  of  protected  ditches 
that  drain  eventually  into  the  river  at  some  distance  away.  In 
order  to  render  the  hi  tration  and  the  bacteria  action  more  efficient, 
the  land  is  regularly  tilled  and  worked.  Among  others,  the 
following  are  particulars  of  the  various  things  grown.  Bat 
Willows,  Basket  Withies,  Black  Currants,  Gooseberries,  Potatoes, 
Sugar  Beat,  Cabbage,  Cauliflower,  Brocolli,  and  Sprouts,  Roots, 
etc.  The  sewage  treatment  appears  to  be  most  efficient  and  no 
complaints  have  been  received-up  to  the  end  of  the  period  under 
review  at  any  rate. 

Part  of  the  district  is  provided  with  surface  water  sewers, 
but  it  would  appear  that  the  Council  will  have  to  extend  these 
and  to  separate  as  much  as  possible  the  surface  water  from  the 
sewage  sewers,  otherwise  the  Farm  will  be  called  upon  to  deal 
with  an  excessive  quantity  of  liquid  which  would  be  detrimental 
to  the  proper  treatment  of  sewage. 

There  are  a  few  Privies  and  similar  conservancy  methods 
still  in  existence  which  might  with  advantage  receive  early 
attention,  although  in  one  or  two  cases  the  sewers  will  need 
to  be  extended. 


6 


Scavenging. 

House  Refuse  is  removed  once  a  week,  by  direct  labour, 
the  refuse  is  disposed  of  in  quarries,  and  the  owner  covers  it 
up  with  debris  from  the  live  end  of  the  quarry,  whilst  later,  the 
whole  is  further  covered  with  top  soil,  and  apple  trees  planted. 
The  system  works  satisfactorily  up  till  now  and  no  complaints 
received. 

The  Council  have  not  been  troubled  with  the  emptying  of 
cesspools  and  the  cleansing  of  privies.  There  has  not  been  any 
attempt  made  to  get  proper  movable  ashbins  provided  in  this 
area,  but  all  occupiers  are  compelled  to  have  a  “  Movable  ” 
receptable — the  nature  of  which  vary  considerably, 


Sanitary  Inspections. 

Inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year.  50  Informal 
Notices  have  be"‘n  served  and  complied  with  in  the  following 
cases  : — 

Defective  Drainage  Systems  reconstructed  6 
Blocked  Drains  ...  ...  ...  42 

Nuisance  from  Animals  ...  ...  3 

I'here  are  no  outstanding  notices. 

Housing. 

The  Council  have  tackled  the  housing  question  in  a  most 
business-like  manner,  and  have  made  a  genuine  effort  to  provide 
sufficient  accommodation  to  meet  the  housing  short  ige.  With 
a  pre-war  scheme  of  33  houses,  52  under  the  Assisted  Scheme,  23 
under  the  Subsidy  (1924)  and  a  further  scheme  of  43  houses  has 
been  decided  upon  at  the  time  this  report  is  being  written, 
making  altogether,  with  the  Bungalow  which  is  in  course  of 
erection  for  the  Foreman  at  the  Farm,  a  total  of  152  houses 
when  completed.  With  the  lOiprivate  subsidy  houses  now  in  course 
of  construction  and  the  Council  Housing  schemes,  the  housing 
needs  of  the  town  will  be  reasonably  satisfied  for  the  present. 

With  the  exception  of  6  houses  in  the  ; ire- war  scheme,  all 
the  Council  houses  are  of  the  parlour  type. 

Owing  to  the  housing  shortage,  it  has  not  been  possible 
to  deal  with  unfit  houses  drastically,  but  one  was  closed  during 
the  year,  advantage  being  taken  of  the  house  becoming  vacant. 
Two  houses  w^ere  found  seriously  defective  but  the  owner  made 
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them  habitable  and  quite  suitable  for  elderly  people.  Small 
three  or  four  roomed  cottages,  provided  that  they  are  reasonably 
habitable,  dry  and  in  good  state  of  repair,  serve  a  very  useful 
purpose  for  housing  the  aged  poor,  as  the  rent  is  usually  within 
their  reach  in  rural  areas  or  in  small  Urban  Districts,  and  there¬ 
fore  there  is  need  of  much  discretion  in  dealing  with  this  c’ass 
of  cottages,  although  they  may  be  palpably  unfit  for  a  young 
couple  with  a  family. 

There  are  no  Underground  Sleeping  rooms  in  the  district, 
neither  are  there  any  unhealthy  areas  present. 


Housing  Statistics  : — 

Total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  on  Dec.,  last 
Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  ... 

(1)  With  State  assistance  ...  ...  7 

(2)  By  other  persons  ...  ...  ...  2 


1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses  : — 


2. 

3 


(1)  Houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(2)  „  „  systematically 

(3)  „  found  unfit  and  closed 

(4)  ,j  ,,  not  reasonably  fit  but 

made  fit  (Informal  action) 

(1)  Number  of  houses  found  with  defects 

(2)  „  „  Informal  Notices  complied 

with 

(1)  Number  of  houses  reported  Unfit 

(2)  „  „  Closing  Orders  made 

(3)  »  »  »  »  determined 

(4)  „  „  Demolition  Orders  made 

(5)  „  „  houses  Demolished 


4 

0 

1 

2 

58 

58 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 
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Inspection  &  Supervision  of  Food. 

Whilst  periodical  inspection  of  food  and  slaughter-houses 
was  made  in  preceding  years,  it  was  not  until  April,  1924,  when 
the  Slaughter-house  Order  came  in  force,  that  Meat  Inspection 
received  the  attention  it  deserves.  Every  effort  is  made  to  carry 
out  the  Order  in  connection  with  the  5  Licensed  Slaughter-houses 
in  the  district,  and  the  particulars  of  meat,  etc.,  condemned,  which 
are  given  below,  show  clearly  the  importance  of  this  part  of  our 
duties.  With  the  exception  of  two  or  three  cases  the  meat  was 
readily  surrendered,  and  in  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  institute 
legal  proceedings.  The  disease  most  prevalent  was  tuberculosis, 
whilst  the  “  Liver  Fluke  ”  was  also  much  in  evidence  during  the 
year. 
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Pigs — 

Whole  Carcases 
Heads  only  ... 
Internal  Organs 
Legs  of  Pork  ... 

Oxen — 

Whole  Carcases 
Fore  or  Hind  quarters 
Heads 

Internal  Organs 
Whole  Viscera 

Sheep — 

Whole  Carcase 
Internal  Organs 


4 

39 

30 


0 

0 

3 

34 

3 


0 

29 


Also  8  lbs.  of  oatmeal  in  four  packets  was  condemned  as 
unsound. 

There  are  no  Registered  Slaughter-houses  in  the  district. 
An  occasional  pig  is  killed  at  private  houses,  and  it  would  appear 
that  there  is  a  general  wish  to  have  these  inspected  from  the 
number  of  requests  received. 


Clean  Milk. 

There  are  28  Producers  on  the  Register  and  15  Milk-sellers 
or  Retailers,  but  manv  of  the  former  are  included  also  in  the 
latter  number.  There  has  been  a  steady  progress  in  improved 
methods  of  production  and  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
great  strides  were  made  in  this  direction.  The  County  Council 
Clean  Milk  Demonstrations,  which  were  held  in  the  district,  did 
a  great  service,  and  with  a  special  Sub-Committee  of  your 
Council,  who  took  a  very  keen  interest  in  the  question  of  clean 
milk,  we  were  able  to  make  greater  headway  than  would  other¬ 
wise  be  possible. 

Regular  visits — mainly  during  morning  milkings — were 
made  in  order  to  demonstrate  to  the  producers  with  the  aid  of 
Filter  Pad  Test  the  presence  of  an  incredible  quantity  of  filth  in 
the  milk.  The  educational  value  of  this  test  was  productive  of 
much  good,  and  great  interest  taken  in  the  mounted  pads  on  the 
cards.  This  test  was  followed  by  bacteriological  analysis, 
which  was  made  possible  by  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Savage  the 
County  M.  O.  H.,  with  the  result  that  a  number  of  those  that 
appeared  quite  good  on  the  pads  were  found  to  be  bad  under  the 
B.  Coli  Count. 

We  venture  to  hope  that  with  the  interest  already  created 
in  Clean  Milk  production  there  will  be  a  keen  competition  to 
keep  the  cows  hind  quarters  thoroughly  clean  when  they  are 
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brought  in  clean  from  the  fields  next  Autumn  to  be  housed.  If 
the  Draft  Order  becomes  Law,  further  improvements  may  be 
expected  in  the  structural  condition  of  the  cowsheds  as  well  as 
in  methods  of  production. 

None  of  the  Street  Producers  are  Licensed  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  Order,  1923,  but  one  of  the  Milksellers 
whose  farm  is  outside  this  district  is  striving  to  qualify  for  Grade 
A  (T.  B.  Tested)  milk. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  result  of  the  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  of  milk  :  — 


Producer 

(No.) 

Bacteria 
per  CC. 

B.Coli  in  One  C.C. 

Remarks. 

1 

1 

1 

20,800 

Less  than  10 

Fair 

2 

3,000 

5  J 

Good 

3 

19,400 

Fair 

4 

124,000 

Over  10,000 

Very  bad 

5 

3,600 

Less  than  10 

Good 

6 

40,800 

10  to  30 

Poor 

7 

111,600 

Less  th  in  10 

Unsatisfactory 

8 

4,400 

Good 

9 

14,000 

10  to  30 

Poor 

10 

52,000 

30  to  100 

Very  poor 

11 

32,4  T 

Unsatisfactory 

12 

22,400 

Less  than  10 

Fair 

13 

20  600 

)  J 

Fair 

14 

8,000 

>> 

Very  fair 

15 

6,400 

Good 

16 

2,000 

>> 

Good 

17 

18,000 

Fair 

18  • 

39,000 

9  ) 

Poor 

19 

12,000 

j> 

Very  fair 

21 

7,200 

n 

Good 

20 

36,400 

Poor 

22 

132,000 

• 

)  > 

Very  poor 

23 

6,200 

10  to  30 

Poor 

24 

7,000 

3,000  to  10,000 

Very  bad  indeed 

25 

2,800 

Less  than  10 

Good 

22 

8,200 

Good 

4 

32,000 

30  to  100 

Very  poor 

7 

22,000 

Less  than  10 

Fair 

Mr.  Alan  Chubb  has  been  appointed  as  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Assistant. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

There  is  a  Local  Committee  who  deals  with  Child  Welfare, 
and  a  Special  Nurse  appointed,  whilst  two  District  Nurses  also 
serve  the  Urban  District  of  Street  and  the  surrounding  Villages, 
etc. 

There  is  not  a  Day  Nursery  in  the  district. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries,  and  Sanatoria  are  managed  by 
the  County  Council  as  is  also  the  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases. 


Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection. 

A  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  between  Glastonbury  and  Street 
serves  well  for  the  isolation  of  the  infectious  sick — both 
Diphtheria  and  Scarlatina  cases  being  dealt  with,  whilst  the 
County  Coucil  has  provided  a  Small  Pox  Hospital  which  is  only 
8  miles  distant.  A  Brougham  horse-drawn  Ambulance  is  at  our 
Joint  Hospital  for  removing  cases,  whilst  a  modern  Steam  Disin¬ 
fector  has  been  purchased.  Disinfection  of  infected  rooms  is  done 
by  a  thorough  Spraying. 


» 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  district. 


Schools. 

One  Elementary  and  one  Secondary  School  serve  the 
town — both  of  which  are  under  the  County  Council,  whilst  a 
School  for  Mentally  Deficient  young  children  is  also  at  Street  ; 
a  well  organised  Day  Continuation  School  and  a  very  good 
Technical  School.  There  is  one  Children’s  Home  here — under 
the  control  of  the  Wells  Guardians. 

The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  all  the  Schools 
are  satisfactory. 


Smoke  Abatement. 

There  are  no  cases  to  report,  but  many  complaints  have  been 
received  in  connection  with  a  smoke  nuisance  from  a  local  lime 
kiln.  The  quantity  and  duration  of  “  black  smoke  ”  is  insufficient 
to  justify  legal  proceedings  to  be  taken. 


Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 


Bakehouses. — There  are  6  Bakehouses  in  the  district,  and 
all  these  are  periodically  inspected,  and  regular  lime-washing  is 
carried  out. 

Factories  &  Workshops. — There  are  4  Factories,  1  Tannery, 
and  15  other  work  places  in  the  area.  In  the  case  of  Outworkers 
there,  are  117  names  of  persons  who  do  boot  and  shoe  work,  The 
sanitary  condition  of  these  is  satisfactory. 


We  are, 

Your  obedient  servants, 


GEORGE  FORDEN,  m.r.c.s.,  l.s.a., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

T.  JONES,  M.R.S.I.,  M.  INST.  M.  &C.  E., 

Surveyor  &  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Certified  Meat  Inspector. 
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